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WHEN RIVALS MEET

GOODBYE EASTERN

The Eastern baseball team has held a
rivalry with Illinois State for years, but
despite the passing of time, the team
has the same goal: to win.

Jay Spoonhour, the Eastern men’s
basketball coach, said Jajuan Starks,
D’Angelo Jackson, Michael Chavers
and Justice Green have decided to
transfer from the program.
PAGE 8

PAGE 8

THE

D aily E astern N ews

Tuesday, March 27, 2018

“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID ”

CE L E B RATI NG A CE NTUR Y OF COV E RA GE 		

E S T . 1 915			

VOL. 102 | NO. 127

W W W . D A I L Y E A S TE R N N E W S . C O M

OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Katelyn Olsem, a junior special education major, applies green dye onto her T-shirt during
“Tie-Diversity” in the South Quad Monday afternoon.

Students express their
diversity by tie-dying
T-shirts, other clothes
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Dashawn McCray, a freshman sociology major, applies red dye onto his T-shirt during “Tie-Diversity” in the South Quad Monday afternoon.

OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Natalie Santillan, a sophomore early childhood education major, and Nina Woods, a sophomore
business major, work on tie-dying T-shirts during “Tie-Diversity” Monday in the South Quad.

Olivia Swenson-Hultz
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
Students gathered in the South Quad to
celebrate their diversity through tie-dying
T-shirts and other articles of clothing at
Tie-Diversity Monday afternoon.
This marked the beginning of Social
Justice and Diversity Week, which consists
of four different events that are organized
by the Residence Hall Association.
Participants were able to choose between five different colors to express their
different facets of diversity.
White T-shirts were provided to students, but they were welcome to bring additional items to use for the event.
Amidst the clusters of students working
on crafting their new apparel was Katelyn
Olsem, a junior special education major
who had just placed her multi-colored Tshirt into a plastic bag to take home, said
she saw the five different colors available
as an opportunity to express how diverse a
person can be.
“I have a disability and I’m part of the
LGBTQ community, so it’s nice to be able
to spread awareness and represent who

“I have a disability and
I’m part of the LGBTQ
community, so it’s nice to be
able to spread awareness
and represent who you are
through events like this
without feeling the need to
hide it.”

-Katelyn Olsem,
a junior special
education major on
“ Tie-Diversity ”

you are through events like this without
feeling the need to hide it,” Olsem said.
Dashawn McCray, a freshman sociology major who was in the process of wringing out his shirt doused in different colors to create a splotchy-red design, said
he wanted to participate in Tie-Diversity
so could have an opportunity to show his
creativity.
Diversity, page 5

200 volunteers expected during Panther Service Day
By Mays Omar
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
About 200 students are set to help out at the Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism’s final
service opportunity of the semester.
Panther Service Day is set for April 7 and check-in
for participants will start at 9:30 a.m. in the McAfee
North Gym.
Transportation will be available from campus to
the service events and back to campus. Buses taking
students to their destinations will leave campus at 10
a.m. and return by 12:30 p.m.

Crystal Brown, the assistant director for the Office
of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism, said the purpose of Panther Service Day is to partner with the local community and give back.
There are roughly 15 different locations that students can sign up for, including the Douglas Hart
Nature Center, First Fruits Homestead, the Five Mile
House and Community Aid-Ashmore.
Each station will be two hours long and each volunteer can sign up for one event. Participants will
spend time painting, cleaning, doing light yard work,
measuring ingredients for cooking, planting and
much more with both inside and outside activities.

The office will be partnering for the second year
with Greek Week.
Beth Gillespie, the interim director of civic engagement and volunteerism, said after partnering with fraternities and sororities last year, participation in Panther Service Day from greek life increased.
Fraternities and sororities get participation points
for coming and being a part of Panther Service Day.
“It is an easy way to get a free T-shirt, make a difference and enjoy some time with some students before the semester ends,” Gillespie said.
To guarantee to get the right size of the T-shirts,
students can sign up for Panther Service Day before

March 28, but registration will be open until the day
before the service day.
Volunteers should wear clothes they do not mind
getting dirty and closed-toed shoes.
“Just come with a smile and eager to have fun with
your peers and make a difference in the community,” Brown said.
Individuals and groups who want to volunteer at
Panther Service Day are can visit www.eiu.edu/apps/
registration or call the office at 217-581-3967.
Mays Omar can be reached at
581-2812 or mmomar@eiu.edu.
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Charlie Goodman looked at the
massive crowd around him, the largest
youth-led protest in Washington since
the Vietnam War era. He listened to
people speak about toughening gun
laws. They included some of his peers
at the Florida high school who've
sparked this movement, as well as the
9-year-old granddaughter of the Rev.
Martin Luther King.
When she spoke, he was moved to
tears.
"This is truly a revolution," said
Goodman, a sophomore at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida, where 17 people
were gunned down last month. "We
can really change the world."
The marches unified hundreds of
thousands of people in cities across
the country and have galvanized this
movement, he and others say. Now
they are vowing to get young voters
registered and send a message in upcoming elections.
Now they and other students across
the country are planning voter registration drives through the fall. Voter
registration groups, including Rock
the Vote, Voto Latino and HeadCount, a nonpartisan group that

usually focuses on registering people
at concerts and music festivals, also
helped mobilize teams at Saturday's
marches in 30 U.S. cities and have
created a registration tool kit for high
school students.
The White House issued a statement about the student-led march
and also pointed to the president's
support for the Stop School Violence Act, which authorized grants
to schools to bolster security and attempts to improve background
checks.
But Cameron Kasky, a student
leader at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, says the current laws
and legislation don't go far enough.
The students, he said, are demanding an assault weapons ban, prohibition of sales of high-capacity magazines and universal background
checks. But, Kasky said this won't
happen if his peers across the nation
don't get more involved.
Compared with 2012, voter turnout for millennials, those ages 18 to
35, increased to just below 50 percent in the last presidential election,
according to the Pew Research Center
and U.S. Census data. But that turn-

out still lags behind other generations.
Some students from "the silent minority" still said they felt excluded.
Kyle Kashuv, another student at
the Florida school, also appeared on
"Face the Nation" to voice his support for the 2nd Amendment and for
enforcement of existing gun laws. He
expressed his disappointment that he
was not invited to speak at Saturday's
march and placed blame for the deadly shooting at his school on local law
enforcement and the FBI.
Rick Santorum, a former Republican Senator from Pennsylvania and
now a CNN commentator, suggested Sunday that students shouldn't
look to others to solve their problem.
"Do something about maybe taking
CPR classes or trying to deal with situations that when there is a violent
shooter that you can actually respond
to that," Santorum said on CNN's
"State of the Union."
However, Sen. Mark Warner, a Virginia Democrat who has previously
voted against stricter laws on high-capacity magazines and semi-automatic
weapons, said the student rallies will
likely make a difference as Congress
takes on the issue again.

China appeals for cooperation
BEIJING (AP) — A top Chinese official warned Sunday that
a "trade war" would harm all sides
but gave no indication of Beijing's
possible next move in a spiraling dispute with President Donald
Trump over steel and technology.
Speaking to global business leaders at a development forum, Vice
Premier Han Zheng appealed for
cooperation to make economic
globalization "beneficial for all."
Han didn't mention Trump by
name or refer directly to the dispute with Washington, but the
country's newly appointed economy czar warned Saturday that Beijing will defend its interests. The
government issued a $3 billion list
on Friday of U.S. goods including pork and stainless steel pipes it
said might be hit by higher tariffs.
The Commerce Ministry said
those charges were linked to
Trump's approval earlier of higher
tariffs on steel and aluminum im-

ports. But, a bigger battle is brewing over Trump's approval Thursday of a possible tariff hike on $30
billion of Chinese goods in response to what Washington says is
Beijing's improper acquisition of
foreign technology.
Global financial markets have
sunk on fears Chinese retaliation
might prompt other governments
to raise import barriers, depressing
global trade.
Ha n re p e a t e d p ro m i s e s t h a t
China's planned market-opening would create new opportunities for foreign companies. Business groups have welcomed reform
pledges but complain Beijing is
moving too slowly, making it unclear whether additional promises
will mollify Washington, the European Union and other trading
partners.
In a speech to the economic forum, Apple CEO Tim Cook acknowledged tensions in Western

societies that fuel demands for import controls and said companies
must take action to spread the benefits of globalization more widely.
The annual forum, which brings
together corporate leaders with
Chinese economic officials, usually
is used to showcase Beijing's plans.
This year, those include ambitious
promises to open financial markets
and give entrepreneurs and foreign
companies a bigger role in China's
state-dominated economy.
This year's forum has been overshadowed by the growing rancor between Washington and Beijing over Trump's efforts to redress
what he says is an unfair trading
relationship. At a conference on
"the challenge of global inequality"
ahead of the economic forum, Laurence D. Fink, the CEO of asset
manager BlackRock Inc., pointed
to the fall in global financial markets and appealed to the two governments to avoid a "public fight."

Cook County sues
on fraud charges
CHICAGO (AP) — Cook County
is suing Facebook and Cambridge Analytica for fraud after revelations that the
latter obtained data on millions of Facebook users.
The lawsuit filed Friday in Cook
County Circuit Court alleges Trumpaffiliated political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica deceived the millions
of Illinois Facebook users whose information it collected. It says Facebook
failed to protect its users' privacy and
misrepresented how their data would be
used.
London-based Cambridge Analytica has been accused of using Facebook data to influence voter behavior
in 2016.
The Chicago Tribune reports the lawsuit filed by Cook County State's Attorney Kimberly Foxx on behalf of Illinois
residents brings one consumer fraud
count each against Facebook and Cambridge Analytica. It seeks $50,000 fines
for each violation of the law.

Group assessing
impact of Ill. road
ammendment
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — An
Illinois advocacy group wants to determine the impact of a state transportation lockbox amendment more
than a year after voters approved the
measure.
Nearly 80 percent of voters in
2016 approved the Safe Roads
Amendment, which committed gasoline tax money and related fees to
transportation-related purposes, the
State Journal-Register reported.
The Illinois Road and Transportation Builders Association is reviewing state budget proposals to see how
transportation revenue is being used,
said Mike Sturino, president and
CEO of the association.
The association is part of a group
of construction and engineering organizations that filed a lawsuit earlier this month against Cook County, alleging the county violated the
amendment by diverting $250 million in transportation taxes to other
expenses. The courts, however, will
have to decide how to interpret the
amendment.

TODAY ON
ON CAMPUS:
TODAY
CAMPUS
Spring 2018 Discarded Textbook Sale | 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM | Textbook Rental
Paperbacks cost $2.00 and hardbacks cost $5.00.
Financial Fundamentals: Retirement Planning 101 | 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM | Klehm Hall
How To Build Your LinkedIn Profile | 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM | Career Services
Learn to maximize your exposure to connect with employers and find internships or
jobs using this professional social media tool. Reservations required. Call 581-2412.
Pixelpalooza | 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM | University Ballroom
Come to compete, win prizes, and have fun! Snacks provided. Games include: Super
Smash Bro's Brawl, League of Legends, Just Dance, MarioKart, Fortnight.
Werk! | 6:25 PM - 7:00 PM | Student Rec Center
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Student Spotlight: Barry Yard hopes to start new RSO
By Andrew Paisley
Campus Reporter | @Andrew_
Paisley1
Junior music education major Barry Yard is taking his passion for gaming and trying to
make it into a registered student organization.
Yard, who is considering
working with the Gamer’s
Guild, already has some ideas
of how he plans to develop a
new Dungeons and Dragons
RSO.
“I would like to develop
this group where we have one
world where anyone involved
can join into groups for adventures,” Yard said. “Imagine,
there is a village in the forest
that no one has ever explored
outwards and has no idea what
lays beyond the tree line. Players will be considered villagers
who can send out exploration
parties, which will be called
red marches campaigns.”
Yard eventually wants to
create a message board for people in Charleston interested in

playing.
Though he is still working on the idea, Yard said the
only struggle with getting the
group started would be planning a time and the logistics of
coordinating enough people to
join.
“I am also planning to be an
RA next year, so I really do not
know if this will work out, but
I am sure hoping it does,” Yard
said.
There are several students
who are fans of Dungeons and
Dragons like Yard is, which
is why he believes the RSO
would be a great hit for students.
“As many people that play
this game, I am almost positive that if the RSO was started, there would be a great
turnout of students that would
like to join,” Yard said. “I have
not made any official plans or
commitments as of right now
to develop the RSO, pending
my RA position next year and
the fact that I need to come
up with more detail and logis-

tics, but I would like to see this
happen.”
He said he hopes to come
up with more ideas and plans
before he approaches the Gamers Guild with the idea of possibly incorporating the RSO.
“I guess we’ll see how it
turns out when I get everything planned,” Yard said.
Yard, originally from central
New York, currently resides in
Naperville. He transferred to
Eastern from the College of
DuPage this summer after obtaining his associate’s in fine
arts degree with a concentration in music. While at College of DuPage, Yard worked
as a peer tutor to students on
campus.
“My primary instrument is
voice, though I also play upright bass and percussion,”
Yard said. “For fun, I like to
play Dungeons and Dragons with my friends on campus, hence the reason I plan to
start the RSO, and I also like
to play World of Warcraft with
my friends across the country.”

OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Barry Yard, a junior music education major, is this week’s Student Spotlight. He said he hopes
to create a Dungeons and Dragons RSO once he works out the details.

Yard said being a music major, he rarely has a lot of free
time, because a lot of his time
goes into rehearsal, as well as
his education.
“I love my music and I love

doing what I do,” Yard said.
“Sometimes though it is nice
to take a break from rehearsing, which leads me to listening to music, playing my
games as well as drawing and

writing.”
Andrew Paisley can be
reached at 581-2812 or
abpaisley@eiu.edu.

Intramural soccer team wins 3 consecutive tournaments
By Rachel Stanevich
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
With the help of his teammates, Paul
Noble, a graduate student in sports administration from Peterborough, England
has won three consecutive intramural soccer tournaments during his time at Eastern.
Noble’s team was victorious in the
tournaments during the indoor season in
2016, the outdoor fall season of 2017 and
spring of 2018.
“It’s all my team,” Noble said. “We are
all good friends with lots of experience in
soccer, with playing in high school.”
Noble’s teammate Chris Neate, also a
graduate student in sports administration
from Devizes, England, said they were
lucky to have good teammates.
Noble was the starting goalkeeper,
while the rest of the team played in the
field.

Noble got involved with intramural
soccer by becoming the graduate assistant
in intramurals.
After he saw the staff get involved, Noble said he decided to give it a try.
Noble said he enjoys playing intramurals because it gives him the chance to be
active and competitive.
Neate got involved in intramurals because he missed playing soccer competitively.
“The intramurals are great,” Neate said.
“Playing with friends is always fun.”
Though they have been relatively successful on the field, the team said they just
want to go out and have fun.
“Winning isn’t something we consciously do,” Noble said. “We play other
sports. We just happen to be the best at
soccer.”
However, Neate said it is always fun
winning sports competitions.
Neate’s secret to success is to “focus on

defending first.”
“It’s always going to be hard to come
back having conceded. We keep creating chances and the goals soon follow,”
he said.
Andrew West, a graduate assistant in
sports administration, said having a solid defense is also important. From there,
teams need to score when opportunities
present themselves, West said.
For Noble, there is no pressure to keep
the winning streak up.
“We just like the game,” he said. “We
just go out and play the game. If we win
that’s nice. If we lost, we wouldn’t be
bummed.”
Neate agrees with Noble.
“I don’t think any of us feel any real
pressure on keeping it up,” he said. “In
both indoor and outdoor we didn’t lose
a game, but we don’t really think or talk
about anything like that. At the end of
the day, it’s just fun playing the sports we

SUBMIT TED PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Paul Noble (front), a graduate student and sports administration major,
poses with his team for a picture. Noble and his team have won three consecutive intramural soccer tournaments.

love.”
While Noble believes there is not really pressure, West believes there is for those
still on the team hoping to continue an
unbeaten streak.
Noble is graduating before the next

season, but hopes his team members will
start recruiting because they “have a legacy
to uphold,” he said.
Rachel Stanevich can be reached at
581-2812 or rmstanevich@eiu.edu.

4 OPINIONS
STAFF EDITORIAL

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Want to voice your
Those interested can inquire at opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all opinion
questions, submissions and letters to
the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish
letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish letters.
Letters that are 250 words or less will
be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone
number to verify letters.
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The final count down

Try to learn
about other
cultures
Here at The Daily Eastern News, we value the
diversity of the students on campus. The array
of differences present in our community is what
makes Eastern a unique and culturally-stimulating university to attend.
Despite this, in our society people are still condemned for wanting to live in solidarity with the
rest of America. There is still a social gap between
those who possess cultural or social differences
that can result in discrimination.
We want to be sure that students on campus
take the opportunity to participate in events on
campus that are created to spread awareness and
eradicate hatred on our campus, while also learning about the past and different cultures.
This is why we want to encourage students to
attend events during Social Justice and Diversity Week.
Creating an open-minded, well-informed environment for students is imperative to ensuring
that students are able to learn effectively and feel
comfortable on our campus.
During Social Justice and Diversity Week,
hosted by the Residence Hall Association this
Monday through Thursday, students are given the opportunity to attend several events that
highlight the attributes that make us unique as
students and to stand up against oppression that
has been wrongly thrust upon those who only
wished to live their lives and express their own
identities in peace.
These events include “Tie-Diversity” on Monday, the “Tunnel of Oppression” on Tuesday, the
“Hunger Banquet” on Wednesday and “Break
Hate” on Thursday.
Remembering the oppression of those who
have been minoritized or condemned just for
wanting to practice their own religion or their
sexual preference is important, so this kind of
treatment is never seen as acceptable in modern
society.
The News wants students on campus to feel
comfortable expressing themselves on our campus without fear of being reprimanded.
Eastern strives to welcome diversity through
religious and multicultural registered student organizations. By finding these organizations, hopefully we can find the tolerance and kindness we
need to bring students together and combat hate.
Students should put effort into being versatile
and showing interest in learning about different
perspectives and social or ethnic groups outside
of their own.
It is through this that we can make others feel
welcome in all kinds of spaces. Having love and
understanding for others can help to combat the
ignorance of the past and create more inclusive
tomorrows for future generations of learners at
our university and in the rest of the world.

T h e D ai l y Eastern News
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Spring forward, take advantage of weather
As spring arrives, I am reminded of the
beauty of the Earth and the smells of nature. Finally, we can say goodbye to seasonal
depression and look forward to six months
or so of being outside in nice weather.
Although the past few days have been
dreary outside, I know that will soon fade
away and we will actually be able to sit outside and do activities with friends, rather
than be confined to our dorm rooms.
I like spring because it is the start of the
warmer weather. I think one of my favorite things about it is the fact that it is not
too hot outside but not cold either. It is just
perfect.
And who could not appreciate the beautiful flowers that bloom during this time of
year? Their presence outside gives people
the glorious sense of beauty on Earth.
I like to spend time outside during this
time of year, even if it consists of simply
sitting out and chatting with friends. Let’s
face it, you can never have too much sunlight.
I feel so much better about myself and
I have a feeling of hope when I sit outside

Andrew Paisley
during the nice weather. No matter how
bad my life may be at the moment or just
my day, the weather and the mood outside
always distracts me from those feelings and
I just feel a tad bit happier.
Although this time of year brings stress
and pressure to each and every student as
we are near the end of the semester and finals are going to be coming up, I encourage every one to take a chance each day
or even each week to sit outside and enjoy
the weather. I guarantee that you will feel

somewhat better, and it will definitely improve your mood.
Maybe, instead of sitting inside doing
your homework, go outside and find a nice
picnic table or chair where you can sit and
do your homework.
You can even take a nice stroll around
campus and not only get some exercise, but
you will feel so much better.
It is this season that really shows me
what a beautiful planet we live on. Unfortunately, not everyone takes the opportunity to enjoy the beauty of this planet and the
weather we have, but I always take the opportunity to do so and it makes me appreciate life just a little bit more.
No matter how cloudy your mood may
be or how down in the dumps you may be,
it never hurts to go outside and really take
a deep breath and soak up the beauty of nature. I can assure you that you will feel so
much happier and more care-free.
Andrew Paisley is a junior journalism
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 or at
abpaisley@eiu.edu.

Reflect on, learn from your mistakes
I went into a leadership position with a
list of expectations and came out learning a
lot of things I did not plan for.
Some might say this is because I did
not follow every step I mapped out; others
might say there is not one direction your
leadership should take you, but many.
And through every obstacle, each failure
is what made me stronger than before.
You also cannot prepare yourself for how
others are going to work in the time before
reaching your goal, and this is a reality that
has been hard to face.
Of course, this idea turns me right back
around to my leadership and analyzing
what it lacked: assertion and organization.
Even though I messed up, I can see why
and where things went wrong, and this was
somewhat of a healing process in drinking
the bitter beverage of pride.
Being editor of the yearbook was a challenging and amazing privilege that helped
me grow with patience and maturity.
Once everything was finally done, I was
able to reflect on my mistakes and to analyze how they are not to dwell on, but to
move forward from.
I have written columns on this before but

Abbey Whittington
have still had an issue doing it, as most people do.
When you work hard on something or
several things at once, it is hard to evaluate yourself to get ready for the next steps
in life.
Maybe this comes from a sense of entitlement or pride for being able to juggle
more than one thing, but college students
are constantly complaining about how busy
they are, and I have been guilty of this too.
Lately I think about the reminder from
those who are wiser than me and my peers

that we should think about how it could be
worse and how we might be using our “busy
schedules” as an indirect excuse to freak out
or be lazy.
Analyzing ourselves is a scary task to take
on because we do not want to be wrong—
we would rather recognize our strengths
than our weaknesses, but we are skipping
over an important part of being alive.
If we constantly fear and make excuses for not doing something, then we are
limiting ourselves to what we are good at,
and that is how you become the “one trick
pony.”
Of course, we are all still busy and that is
OK, but it is important to bring ourselves
back down to Earth when there are people
doing the same thing as us with children or
other things behind the scenes. We could be
much busier and much more stressed—it’s
just a matter of managing it.
Not only does humbling yourself help
ease the stress, but it also keeps you in perspective.
Abbey Whittington is a junior journalism major
and can be reached at 581-2812 or
qnwhittington@eiu.edu.

Today’s quote:
I think the truth of the matter is, people who end up as ‘first’ don’t actually set out
to be first. They set out to do something they love and it just so happens that they
-Condoleezza Rice
are the first to do it.
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Diversity

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“I love colors and I’m a racial
minority who’s part of the LGBTQ community, so I thought
this was a good opportunity to
get involved on campus and
spread awareness about diversity,” McCray said.
Ashley Wheaton, a senior biological sciences major and vice
president of community engagement for the RHA, said since
they had many different colors
available, students could chose
the options that worked best
for them based on whether they
were a racial minority, part of the
LGBTQ community or any other demographic.
Natalie Santillan, a sophomore early childhood education
major who was applying pink
and blue dye to her shirt, which
was wrapped in rubber bands to
create a splattered effect, said she
was drawn to colors at the table
where the tie-dying was taking
place and then decided to participate when she read about what
the activity stood for because she
knew that she could relate based
on her own diversity.

“This is a good way for students to come together and realize they’re not alone and supported through the Eastern community,” she said.
Lauren Bergholz, the complex director of residential life
who helped to organize the TieDiversity, said this is a traditional event that is supposed to
show students how different and
unique each of them can be.
“They picked the different colors based on what they meant to
them,” she said.
Katelyn Nichols, a sophomore psychology major, said she
was excited for the opportunity
to tie-dye a T-shirt in addition
to being able to show the Eastern community diversity is important.
“I’m glad we’re promoting diversity on campus because we’re
not all the same and our differences help us come together as
students,” she said.
Olivia Swenson-Hultz can
be reached at 581-2812
or omswensonhultz@eiu.edu.

OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Katelyn Nichols, a sophomore psychology major, crafts a T-shirt at “Tie-Diversity” in the South Quad Monday afternoon. “I’m glad we’re promoting diversity on campus because we’re not all the same and our differences help us come
together as studets,” she said.
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Budgeting made easy
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Wireman wins OVC Pitcher of the Week
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Senior pitcher Jessica Wireman picked up
her second OVC Pitcher of the Week honor
of the year for her performance against Belmont and Tennessee State last weekend.
It also marked the seventh of her career.
Wireman went 2-0 over the weekend with
a save and struck out 18 batters over the four
games. She also finished off with an ERA of
0.79.
The Panthers started OVC play 4-0 after
sweeping the Bruins and Tigers. She picked
up both wins against Belmont after starting
and pitching all nine innings in the first game.
The Panthers came away with a 3-2 win in
nine innings and she recorded eight strikeouts. She gave up just two earned runs on
eight hits. The Bruins hit the ball in the air,
as 15 of their 17 outs besides strikeouts were
fly outs.
In the second game’s slugfest where the
Eastern won 11-8, Wireman picked up the
save closing out the final 1.2 innings. She
gave up just one hit and struck out three batters.
Senior Michelle Rogers started that game,
but struggled and gave up six runs in two innings. Freshman Valerie Thompson gave up

just two runs in 3.1 to set up Wireman for her
sixth save of the season.
Wireman picked up the complete game win
over Tennessee State in the first game on Sunday, striking out seven.
Eastern was set to play Butler Tuesday at
Williams Field for its home opener, but it was
moved to Wednesday due to rain on Monday
and Tuesday morning.
The Panthers’ first OVC home game is Friday against Southeast Missouri, when three
of the OVC’s win leaders will go at it. Rogers lead the OVC with 11 wins and Southeast Missouri’s Madeline Krumrey and Wireman each have 10 wins.
Eastern’s game against Butler on Wednesday is the first of an eight-game home stand.
The home stand will last two weeks as four of
those games will be played April 7-8.
The Panthers are no strangers to early OVC
season rainouts as last year’s first four were
canceled due to rain. Three games following
the first weekend were also canceled in 2017.
Wednesday’s make-up game is set to start
at 4 p.m. Eastern beat Butler 2-0 last season,
and Wireman picked up the win in that one
and Rogers earned the save.
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
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Senior Jessica Wireman throws a pitch March 24 at Williams Field. Wireman was named OVC
Pitcher of the Week for her performances against Belmont and Tennessee State.

Eastern track, field boasts multiple wins
By Alex Hartman
Track & Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The outdoor track and field season began for
Eastern last weekend at Southern Illinois-Carbondale during the SIU Bill Cornell Classic.
The weather conditions were not optimal for
the first meet of the season, but with the cold
and rain Eastern performed well including several top five finishes and two first place finishes.
Competing against schools across the Midwest including Purdue, Indiana State, Milwaukee and Tennessee-Martin, Eastern showed that
the layoff between the indoor and outdoor seasons did not slow them down.
There were a handful of highlights from the

first meet of the outdoor season for the men’s
and women’s teams.
Women’s field events came out of the gates
strong and put up top finishes throughout the
meet. One of which included junior transfer
Pedra Hicks earning first in the 400 meter hurdles with a time of 1:03.57.
Hicks also was part of the 4x400 team that
finished fourth, with a time of 4:05.57, that included other runners senior Stephanie Dominguez, junior Shirley Jones and sophomore Sophia Keith.
Also in the field events, senior Brion Portis
won the women’s triple jump with a mark of
40’11” and she also placed in the long jump
with a fifth place finish.

Three Eastern competitors placed in the top
five for women's javelin. Junior Kaitlyn Ebert placed second, freshman MaKenna Wilson placed third and junior Jasmine Woodley
finished fifth. They had throws of 118’4.75”,
113’7.25” and 103’6” respectively.
On the men’s side, redshirt senior Riley McInerney returned to competition after not competing in the indoor season as a result of his
eligibility expiring. He finished second in the
1500 meter run with a time of 3:53.55.
“I am really excited to get back out there and
compete one last season. It was hard not running with the team indoor in the indoor season, but I’m ready for outdoor,” McInerney
said.

This will be his last season competing in
track and field for Eastern.
The men’s 4x400 relay team also placed, as
the team of redshirt junior Michael Brown,
redshirt senior Karson Hahn, junior Cedric
Johnson and freshman Jeremy Bekkouche finished third with a time of 3:38.21.
This upcoming weekend will be the next
meet for Eastern track and field and will be
the only meet home meet for them in the outdoor season. It will also be the final home meet
for longtime head coach Tom Akers, as Eastern
will host the EIU Big Blue Classic.
Alex Hartman can be reached at
581-2812 or aihartman@eiu.edu.

ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES,
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS:

IT'S WARBLER TIME!
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY!
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONE!
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT:
https://commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub

S ports

Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
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DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Men’s basketball team to lose 4 players
By Maher Kawash
Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s basketball team
is going to need to hit the recruiting
trail hard this offseason as four players
are leaving the program.
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour said
Jajuan Starks, D’Angelo Jackson, Michael Chavers and Justice Green have
decided to transfer from the program.
While this may seem like a large
hole to fill for the Panthers, Spoonhour said it is actually expected in today’s game.
“I think it’s fair to say they’re all
leaving on good terms with me,”
Spoonhour said. “Guys want to be
able to play and contribute more, and
I completely understand that.”
It is too soon to know where these
guys are headed to continue their
play, but Spoonhour said that Division II is an option that many transfers consider so they do not have to sit
out a year under the Division I eligibility rules.
But then there are guys like Starks
who played well against Division I
teams this past season, so his options
may be more widespread.
In fact, Starks’ best game with Eastern came against a power five conference opponent in Marquette where he
scored 27 points on nine field goals.
He also dropped double-digit points against teams like Nebraska
and San Diego State.
Conference play did not go as well
for him though, and playing time
started to dip as did his role with the
team.
Jackson also becomes a tough loss
for the Panthers as he was another goto scorer before he injured his ankle.
He played in just 17 games this
year while starting nine of those, but
after missing time he struggled to find
his stride as he scored just 20 points
total in the five games after the injury.
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Eastern junior Jajuan Starks drives the ball in a game against Tennessee-Martin on Jan 13 in Lantz Arena. Starks is one of four players, including D’Angelo
Jackson, Michael Chavers and Justice Green who are transferring from Eastern.

Chavers and Green were not so
much up and down as the other two;
instead, they struggled to find a role
on the court all season.
The big thing here is that all four
came in as transfers just a year ago,
and now the Panthers have to turn
around and hit that same trail to find
more.

Eastern still has plenty to build off
with the core of its roster as guys like
freshman Mack Smith or returning
senior Terrell Lewis are bound to lead
the team.
On the other hand, four players will also be graduating from the
program. Seniors Montell Goodwin,
Muusa Dama, Ray Crossland and

DeVantae Price are headed out after
graduation.
Adding depth will be key for Eastern, but the team does have its big
men still with Lucas Jones and Aboubacar Diallo returning for their senior
seasons.
Logan Koch fills in some depth behind Lewis at the guard position, but

the Panthers always add transfers at
those positions every year.
With all this behind them now
though, Eastern has the rest of its offseason to get back into a contending
roster.
Maher Kawsh can be reached at
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.

Old rivarly promts goal for baseball team
By Adam Shay
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Colleges commonly have rivals within their conference; however, the Eastern
baseball team has their eyes set on one
school: Illinois State University.
“Illinois State is a rivalry for sure,”
said redshirt junior catcher Hunter Morris. “Everyone agrees that’s probably our
biggest rivalry.”
Separated by 104 miles, the Eastern
baseball team has always seen Illinois
State as their longest and most memorable rival. With Illinois State founded in
1857 and Eastern in 1895, it is no surprise these schools have battled it out for
over 100 years.
Due to the history and short distance
between the colleges, their rivalry is imprinted into each institution’s mentality. When it comes to Eastern and Illinois State, competing against each other in America’s pastime is more than a
single game.
“Facing a close opponent, let alone an
in-state opponent, is a game we always
look forward to,” said senior first basemen Matt Albert. “We want to be the
ones who control the (Central Illinois)
region.”
For each school, an attempt at controlling the region begins long before the
baseball season starts.
It becomes a competition between
the schools to have a greater recruiting
class.
“Since our schools are so close, we
both want the best recruits in the area,

SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Senior Dougie Parks fields a bunt in Eastern’s loss to Indiana State March 20 at Coaches Stadium. The Panthers’
game scheduled for Tuesday at Saint Louis was canceled, but the Panthers are at home this weekend against Tennessee Tech starting Thursday.

and that definitely adds to the rivalry,”
Albert said.
Albert was a part of the recruitment

rivalry, as prior to committing to Eastern, he was recruited by Illinois State.
He said this gave him a personal rivalry

and a stronger drive to beat them.
Both colleges do not play as often,
creating a greater tension when the two

play each other. The last time the Panthers and Redbirds faced off was two
years ago, when Eastern won 2-1 in a
pitcher’s duel.
As enjoyable as it was for the colleges
to play once this year, the Panthers have
their eyes set on turning around their
conference play.
At an overall 9-14 record, the Panthers have been just shy of putting together every component to compete
with the elite OVC teams.
After the game against Illinois State,
six of the next eight games will be
against conference teams, including 7-2
Southeast Missouri and 6-3 Belmont in
conference games.
The standings are not based upon
overall records, but only conference play
and as of now, the Panthers rank tenth
at 1-5.
Since the Panthers were swept last
weekend in conference play against
Murray State, their urgency to improve
has increased.
In the OVC, Eastern ranks third for
pitching with a team ERA of 5.39 and
fifth in team fielding percentage at .968.
However, their team average of .255
ranks eighth ,and the Panthers knows
where improvements must be made.
“We are just trying to find ways to be
clutch,” Albert said. “We have had plenty of opportunities to drive in runs, but
we’re unable to cash in. Once we find
our groove, we will be dangerous.”
Adam Shay can be reached at
581-2812 or acshay@eiu.edu.

